v8 AVY Sn gen o—* 


-— 


i 4 o# 


AN 

ACCOUNT 
OF THE, 

Proceedings-to Judgment 


AGAINST THE F 
CHARTER 
CITY of LO NDON); 


OF THE 
As it was given in Court of Kings-Bench, the 1 2th of this Inſtance 
June, Anno, Dom. 1683. 


Entered according to Order, 


\——_— ﬀ a__——_— 


His day Mr. Juſtice Fones, Mr. Juſtice » and Mr. Juſtice Wither, 
taking their Places in the Court of King's-Bench, Mr. Attorney General 
moved the Court for,Judgmenr againit the CHARTER of the Ciry of 
London, &'c. whereupon the Court declared, That there having. been a 

Luo Warramo brought on the part of the King, to inquire by what right they for one 
Month before occupied the ſaid CHARTER, as Body of Mayor, Commonalty, and 
Citizens, to Plead and be Impleaded as a Body Poluuick and Corporate ; and thar 
thereunto they had Pleaded Magna Charta, the Grants of ſeveral Kings, and eſpecially 
of His preſent Majcſty for Juſtification ; when it was again objected, that they, con- 
trary to the ſaid Grants, had unlawfully, amongſt themſelves, made By-Laws to Levy 


' Tollor Taxes upon the King's Subjefts, both Citizens and Strangers, bringing aa 


goods into the Markets, within the ſaid City and Liberties, whether they were Sold, 
or not Suld; and to Juſtihe rhemſelves therein, they, the Mayor, Commonalty and Ci- 
tizens .did ſuggeſt, that they, as One Body Corporate, had, time out of mind, ta« 
ken Toll of ſuch as brought W ares to the ſaid Markets ; and that the Commonalty, of 
Common-Council, to the number of 2.52. or thereabout, had, upon all occaſions, for 
many years paſt, made and provided fuch By-Laws, as were not oppugnant to Adts of 
Parliament, for' the Government and Ordering the City ; to which it was ſaid, 
Thar on the part of the King it had been plainly demonſtrated, that ſuch Levying of 
Taxcs or Toll was oppugnant to Aft of Parliament, and grievous to the King's Sub- 
zedts, and an png eee upon the Fundamental Laws of the Land, for which their 
CHARTER: ought to be ſurrendred into His Majeſties hands. as forfeited : Thar it 
was further alledged by Mr. Attorney, That they, the Mayor, Aldermen and Commons 
in Common-Council Atſembled, did, contrary to rhe known Laws, agree to. and cauſe 
ro Be Allowed, Printed and Publiſhed, on the 1 3th of Janwary, (upon the Prorogation 
oF the Parliament, from the 1 oth of Fanwary to the 2oth of the ſame Inſtant) a ſcan. 


gdalous Petition, to bring the King's Perſon in hatred with His SubjeQts, and the fam 
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her 


did diff to ſtir up His Ma ies Lic People to Sedition and Rebellion : or to this 
II that Pe Srvo' ragrriee” 4 / ns and Cirizens had Reply, Thar 


there was ax that time a i aus Plot againſt the Perſon of the King's Majeſty, the 
Government, @c. To _ 2 Pando BE es of Traytors, 
the Impeachnnts of gfie Lords in the Toaver, | Proclamations ogthe account 
ot the {4id Plot, the' Opinion of His Majeſty, and both Houſes of Parliament, her 
with ſeveral Vores,all plainly — there was a Plot ; yet that it had been 
by Mr. Attorney plainly CY 2 on faid yoo plane = _ 
ciovlly intendeg, to Alienate the'hearts is Majeſties Subj and to. Induce them 
to ke fa of bx i Packen > their Allegiance, and the Well Govern- 
ment of Corporatiens, according tb the Conſtiturion and Inſtitution 'bf Body Politicks, 
whoſe Continuation depends: upon the good YOnragneh of thoſe that are Intruſted 
with the GHARTER or CHARTERS, Grants or Priviledges, or to this Effet ; 
And it i in His Majeſty's Pawerto call any -EHARTER or Grant in queſtion, as in 
His Roya! Wiſdom it (hall ſeem fir ; and that if by their Increnching on the Funda- 
mental Laws, by preſumingiunwarrantably to Exceed their Grants, Infranchiſements, 
Priviledges, © c. the ſaid CHARTER 1s forfeited and may he ſeized into the hands 
of the King, which was the Caſe of the CHARTER of Londen, by which the Mayor, 
Commonalty, 'and Citizens, were Impowered as a Body Politick Incorporated to Plead 
or be impleaded a5 one Man, which they themſelves had owned they were, and that 
they muſt ſtand or fall as ſuch as in their Rejoynder, + &c, And ſeveral ts at 
the Bur m.relation to the ſaid CHARTER, and in defence thereof it had appeared. 
Theſe being the main Points appearing to be inſiſted on by Mr. Attorney on the 
- behalf of the King, the Count declared, "That the Records and Evidences both An- 
"tient and Modern, had been peryſed, and narrowly Examined; and that they hdd 
ſeen Copies on both ſides, which compared, differed not; all things therein eontained, 
being coherent and owned by Plaintifl and Defencants Council,as true Copies, nothing 
on either {de there againſt objeted ; which having been ſeriouſly conſidered, did nor 
warrant either an ExaCtion of Toll, or Levying any Tax upan His Maieſties Sub- 
jets, as had for many years paſt been Exated and Received by Officers thereunto 
Appointed by the faid Major, Commons and Citizens of London, but by AQ of Par- 
liament it appeared, that ſych a Levying of money was a manifeſt breach of the Laws, 
'and rendred their CHARTER forfeired, and liable to a ſurrender and ſizure into 
the hands of the King, the A of Oblivion not extending to their Relief, altFough 
thev alledged rhe By-Law was made ſoon after the Fire of London. ' 

Thar as to the Petition, the Proceedings therein were altogether unwarrantable, 
and thatnothing offered on the part of the ration could juſtifie them rherein, for 
that it was a maniteſt Breach of the Truſt Impoſed in them, which Breach, and the 
other Affigned was a Violation of their CHARTER, and rendred it forfeir. | 

The Sum of what had been formerly Argued being theſe, or to this Etc; 

Mr. Juſtice Jowes upon theparriculars as they offered gave his Opinion,& afterward de- 
clared that he and his brethren the reſt of the. Judges of that court preſent had attended 
the Lord Chief Juſtice Saunders about that Important affair, and that they had received 
his opinion 'in the Matter, and that he and they were of opinion that the CHARTER 
of the City of Londen upon the breaches Aſſigned by Mr.Attortiy General was forfeited 
and according to Law to be ſeized into his Majeſties hands 'to be diſpoſed of as he in 
his princely wiſdom ſhould thmk convenient ; In which opinion Mr. Juſtice Raymond 
and Mr.Juſtice Withens concurred; declaring that they had uſed great Dilzgence in per- 
ruling the Records and other Evidences and had Arttentively heard rhe Arguments on 

Either part, and that the breaches Afigned being plain and found unwarrantabie the 
CHARTER was forfeited. | 

Judgment thus given Mr. Artorny General Moved that all further proceedings as 
to entering up Judgments, &c, might be ſuſpended till his Majeſties pleafure was far- 
ther known,of which Motion the Court ordered rhe Clark of the Office to tale notice 
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London, Pxinted for Langley Curtis at the ſign of Sir Edmund;Bury- 
« .Grfreys Head near Fleet<Bridge. - 1683. 
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